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E ern Pert of chis: Werd of 7 Thigh 
is taken up, in ſetting before the Jews their 
Sins and Rebellions againſt GOD, and the 
Jaat and terrible Jud gments, wherewith he 
would viſit them upon that Account. 

In the Chapter before us, the Prophet Seaspkt 
of the unnatural Returns, this People had made to 
GOD for all his Faveufs under the Similitude of a 
Vineyard; whieh having been laid out, and fenced, 
and cultivated With all poſſible Care hy the Husband- 
man, at laſt failed his Hopes, and deceived his Ex- 
pectations, bringing forth a wild and uſeleſs Grape, 
inſtead of the generous and natural Fruit of the Vine. 
At the 7th Verſe, He explains this Similitude; For 
the Vineyard of the Lord of Hofs is the Houſe of 
Hrael, and the Men of Judah his pleaſant Plaut; 
and He looked for Judgment, but behold Oppreſſon ; : 

B for 


2 J Faſt- Sermon preach d before the 
Fer Righteouſneſs, but behold a Ps In Conſequence 
which he d enounces againſt them ne 


Wb che Judgments 
of GOD, That He will take away Ihe Hedge of this 
— - yard, and it ſhall be eaten up; that the Wall of 

it ſhall be thrown down; that it foall be laid waſte, 
and ſhall not be prun d or digg d, nor ſhall the Clouds 
of Heaven rain upon it. And in plain Terms, with⸗ 
out any Figure, - That. the Anger of the Lord 16 
lindled againſt his People; that He will frretch forth 
his Hand "againſt them, and [mite them, and their 
Carcaſſes ſhall be torn in the midſt of the Streets. 
Briefly, That He will lift up an Enſign to a Nation, | 
which. ſhall ##vade them, à fierce and terrible Ene- 
n, (as is deſeribed in the latter Part of this Chap- 
ter) whe ſaall ro0t them out of their. own Land, and 
carry them into Captivity. The Hiſtory of this 
People ſhews, in how), dreadful a Manner hesse | 
Threatenings were fulfilled upon em ad 5 
And as the former Times ſerye | for — to 
thoſe, which c after; ſo all wiſe Nations will take 
Warning dee eee ee them. When they 
hear of Os Judgments, on; other Naxions, they 
will conſider, whether they-themitlives have given the 
like Provocation, and how. t hey may, eſcape the like 
Vengeance. We are now in Defence of our Religion, 
our King, and eur Counitsy, entering upon (however 
jaſt and neceſhry, yet) a dubiom and dangerous War, 
againſt the proſeſſed and hereditary Enemy of them 


all : : An "—_ * 2 fighting in the ſame 
Cauſe 
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Cauſe, it formerly pleaſed God to give us ſuch Suc⸗ 
ceſs, that if the ſame divine Payour: had been preſent 
wittr us in putting an End to that War, N hich: viſibly: 
accompanied as in the Pröſecdit jor-of- it, we and "alt 
Europe nteded not te Hah been ät this” Tine Under 
ſuch Apprehenflons of his Power. But ſince it' has 
pleaſed G O D, in Chaſtifement of our Sins, to give 
him Opportunities of recbvefing his Strength” to the 
Dread of all his-Neighbours, and we are again defy'd 
by a freſh. Attack, and called upon to renew the 
Conteſt; we muſt again have Recourſe to the Divine 
Aſſiſtance. Our propet Employment therefore up- 
on this Occaſion is, to conſider the State, we frand in 
towards GOD, and to endeavour to avert that 
Vengeance, which we have Reaſon to fear will over- 
take us, if we are found in the ſame Circumſtances 
"_ other Nations, who haye formerly ſuffered under 

and by turning from our Sins, to e che 
Bieling of GOD on our Side. 

For GOD's Government and Providence is ertegasd 
over all Nations, and Wickednefs i is ever odiousto Him, 
among what People ſoeyer it be committed? Conſcquent= 
ly every wicked People, of what ſoe ver Country, have 
Reaſon to fear his Judgments. Tis true, the Sins of 
ſome Nations may have greater A ggravations, as they 
may have been diſtinguiſh'd by GOD with greater and 
more extraordinary Favours; but fill no Nation is 
exempted from G OD's Gbeeriinine? He is pleaſed 
with Obedience, and will puniſh Impiety; wherever he 

3 2 finds 
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finds it. Which I ane: to prevent any Inugine- 
tion, that thoſe Promiſes, and Threatenings, and Pu- 
niſhments, we. find. ſo often ſpoke, of in the Old 
Teſtament, were GOD's Method of Goyernment of 
the Zew!ſb Nation only, and proper, to; them b his pe- 
culiar People. For by entering into Covenant with 
one Nation, He did not exclude Himſelf from the 
Government of the reſt of the World: His Bes 
were fill open to the Evil and the Good, which was 
done on the Face of the whole Earth. Is He the 
God of the Jeus only, and not of the Gentiles? 
Tes, doubtleſs, of the Gentiles alſo, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, GO D's Government over Nations does not 
depend upon any ſeparate, Tranſactions or Coyenants 
with them, but is Part of his univerſal Providence 
over the whole Race of Men. Of. which the. Pro- 
phecy of Daniel is one continued Evidence, where. 
the Fortunes of the ſeyeral great. Empires: of the 
World, their Riſe, their flouriſhing, State, ; and their 
Decay, are foretold, not only to ſhew, that G. OD 
foreſees all theſe great Revolutions, but. allo that He. 
preſides over and directs them 3, and that tis le 
alone, who rules over all the Kingdoms of Men, and. 


"Ez BA | Lond 


gives them to whomſoever He will... | | 
Thus we find this very Prophet, though- ent v 
immediately to the Jews, calling. them to Repentance, t 
and denouncing .GOD's Jadgments for their Wicked- 0 

' neſs and Impiety ; yet at the ſame time delivering the N 
Burden of Moab, of n of Ele, of all the. G 


Reg 
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neighbouring Nations; and laſtly of Babylon itſelf, 


that proud, oppreſſive Empire, which GOD made uſe 


of as his Scourge to chaſtiſe the Wickedneſs, as well 
of the other Nations, as of his own People. And 
when this Office was performed, and the Babylonian 

Kings had ſubdued and deſtroyed the neighbouring 
Nations, and their Pride and Tyranny was grown to 
the height; then God raiſed up Cyrus, whom he arm'd, 
and call'd for this yery purpoſe, to take Vengeance on the 
Cruelty of that impious People. Our Prophet therefore 


calls Cyrus God's Anointed, and ſpeaking in the Name 
of GOD, ſays, I have girded thee, though thou haſt. 
not known me. And Fonah's Miſſion to Nzneveh, 
that great City, to cry againſt it, becauſe their Wick- 


edneſs was come: up before God.; and. their Repen- 
tance and God's ſparing them, are a plain and. very 
inſtructive Proof. of the Obſervation, GOD makes on 
the Behaviour. even of. Heathen. Nations, and of his. 


puniſhing, them for. their Wickedneſs, unleſs they. 


avert his Anger by. N from, god forſaking their 


Sins. | 
Thus is tho Seiden full and copious in ſetting 


out, not only God's Sovereign Dominion over the 


whole World, but alſo his actual Int erpoſing and Go- 
verning the Affairs of Kingdoms and Empires; his diſ- 


tributing the Fates of all Nations; Bis putting down 


one and ſetting up another, according as their ſeveral 


National Virtues or Vices ſhall, in the juſt Judgment of 
God, ſeem to require, Eyery ſinful Nation therefore 


e 


* 
——— ä —ü—ͤ ; 


Pal. Sennon preachd before the "| 

ought fully to be perſuaded of this great Truth, That 
though God bear long with them, and expect their 
Repentance, yet unleſs they actually repent and amend, 


| there will undoubtedly come a Time, when the Mea 


fure of their Iniquities being fill d up, Patience muſt | 
give way to Juſtice, and a will be ſeverely viſit 


ed for their Sins. 
The - Proſperity, or ſuffering Stote of the Hebrew 


Na ation, ſeems to have kept am even Pace with their 
Obedience to the Law of God, and their Departure 


from it. As they grew more and more corrupted, Ca- 


lamities came more and thicker upon them. The Pro- 


phets always fore warn d them of their danger, and 
admoniſhed them, how to avoid it. But when theſe 
Admonitions were all ſlighted, and the Corrections, 
God gave them by the leſſer Inroads of their Neigh- 


bours, had no effect towards their Amendment; then 


at laſt, He brought upon them that terrible Deſtruction 
threatened here by the Prophet, That the King of 


Baby lon ſhould come upon them,. ſhould lay their 


Country waſte, and carry them away into Bondage. 


After this Threateving was dreadfully fullfill'd, to 
almoft the entire Deſtruction of this People ; upon 


their return to their own Land, it appears, that this 


Chaſtiſement had one good Effed upon them: The 
Hardſhips of their Captivity ſeem to have cured them 
of their monſtrous Fondneſs for Idolatry, to which 
they never relapſed afterwards. But then they ſoon 
fell inte another Error: They adhered too ſtrictly to 

the 
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the Letter of their Law, and ſeem to have miſtaken 
the Intent and Deſign of it. They obſerved the 
ritual and ceremonious Part of it, without confider= 
ing the Purity. of Heart, and integrity of Manners, 
thoſe Rites were intended to ſignify. As if the mere 
Outſide and Forms of the Law, were enough to re- 
commend them to God. From this, and. Opinions like 
to this, grew out all that Pride and Hypocriſy, and 
Corruption of Manners, which are the natural Fruits of 
miſtaking Ceremony for Virtue, and Form for Religion. 
This was the State, in which the Son of GOD, 
when he came into the World, found this People; 
and thus. they continued, notwithſtanding all | his 
gracious Calls to Reformation, and bringing forth 
ben Fruits, more worthy the Care and Patience 
of God towards them: Till having fili d up tb 
Meaſure of their Iniquity, in that prodigious Wick - 
edneſs of erucify ing their Saviour, and putting to death 
the Lord of Life, Wrath came upon them to the 
uttermoſt. The Romans invaded them, deſtroyed 
their City and Temple, and took away their Place 
and Nation. And the wretched Remains of this 
People wander about. the World, an aſtoniſhing Ex- 
ample of GOD's s juſt Vengeance againſt thoſe, who. 
Ay his Grace into Mantonneſs, aud confider not, that 

Eis Leng-juſfering oughit to lead Shentke Repentance. 
Te Jewiſh Nation, not knowing the Day of their 
Viſitation, being thus caſt of, the Chriſtiau Church 
| fucceeded in its Place, as GOD's peculiar People, and 
| in 
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in Covenant with him; not indeed upon the ſame 


Conditions of the Yewiſt Covenant, but upon higher 
and more excellent Promiſes on GOD's Part. And 


yet his Providence over it in this World, has born a 
great Reſemblance to His Government of the Fewiſh 
Church, and Nation. We fee a great Part, (anti. 


ently indeed the greateſt and moſt flouriſhing Part) 


of the Chriſtian Church ſubdued, and trampled upon 


by Infidels; in ſome Places it is utterly extinct; in others 


the pure 434 reformed Part of it groans knder an 
Antichriſtian Yoke ; in all Places it trembles with Ap- 
prehenſions of whet is falling upon it, Were we to 
conſider the Cauſes of theſe Chaſtiſements, and what 
Proportion GOD's dealing with his Church bears to 
their own Deſerts, He certainly would be juſtified i in. 


His Doings, and would overcome when He is judged. 
I doubt the ſame Account muſt" be given of the Be- 


haviour of the Chriftian Church, which the facred 
Hiſtorian gives of the Jewiſb, when the Babylonians 


came upon them; The Lord God of their Fathers 


ſent to them by His Meſſengers, riſing up early, and 


ſending them, becauſe He had Compaſſion on His 
People, and on his dwelling Place. But they mock- 


ed the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his Words, 
and miſuſed his Prophets, untill the Wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt his People, till there was no Re- 
medy. Therefore he brought upon them the King of 


Ihe Chaldees, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 15. 
And 
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And though we have no inſpired Writers, that 
give us the Hiſtory of our own Country, ſo that we can- 
not ſo abſolutely and with the ſame Authority ſay of 
any particular Calamities, that they were the imme- 
diate Hand of GOD; yet careful and pious Obſervers 

will ſee enough in the Time and Circumſtances of the 
Cataſtrophes, which have befallen this Nation, to ac- 
knowledge and adore the Righteous Providence of 
GOD. 

And I believe, that Hiſtory would juſtify me, were 
I to ſay of all Kingdoms and States, that, when their 
Diſcipline has been greatly relax d, their Morals gene- 
rally corrupt, and great Wickedneſs has preyail'd among 
them, then ſome grieyous Calamity, ſome yiſible Viſi- 
tation from GOD, has overtaken them. Theſe Conſi- 
derations ought to intimate to every ſinful People, 
how dangerous their State is, and how ready the 
Vengeance of GOD, which = oyer their Head, 
is to fall upon them. 

All the divine Puniſhments indeed are not in- 
tended for Deſtruction; ſome have a more friendly 
Aim, to bring Sinners to a juſt Senſe of their State 
towards G OD, and to lead them to Repentance and 
Amendment. But when theſe Corrections have been 
try'd in vain, and Nations go on corrupting them- 
ſelves, and rebelling againſt & O D, as it were in 
Contempt of all his Calls and Admonitions; ; then it 


Is much to be feared, that GOD will no longer uſe 
Cc the 


1e 1 Fe. ne wan bore the 


the Chaſtiſements of a Father, but will proceed with 
the Vengeance of a Judge, and cut off that Nation, 
which thus refuſes to be amended. T hus we ſee, after 
he had expoſtulated in the Words of the Text, 


| What could have been done more to my Vineyard, 
that I have not done in it? And in another Place, 


Why ſhould ye be ſmitten any more? Te will re- 
volt more and more ; that is, ye have deſpiſed the 
leyere, as well as the kinder Diſpenſations towards 
you ; This is the Reſolution of GOD in Con- 
ſequence of this Unfruitfulneſs; And now I will 
tell you, what I will do to my Vineyard; I will 
lay it waſte, that it ſhall not be pruned, nor dig- 
ged, but there oak come up Briars and Thorns 
upon it. 

Tis true indeed, it is a very difficult Matter to 
fay, when all the Trials and paternal Corrections, 
GOD thinks fit to make uſe of, are exhauſted, and 
when the final Puniſhment ſhall come ; but then we 
are ſure, that come it muſt, unleſs it G averted by 
turning to GOD. Men muſt proceed therefore 
by Reaſon and Analogy in this Caſe; and conſidering, 
how exceeding great and heinous theix Proyocations 
have been, and how it has pleaſed GOD to proceed 
with other Nations in the like Circumſtances, are to 
conclude, how likely it is, that GOD's Patience is 


drawing almoſt to an end with them. 
| When 
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When this comes to be the Caſe with any Nation, 
there remains nothing more, but to betake themſelves 
to an immediate and ſincere Reformation, before 
Judgment ſeize upon them, and Iniquity be their 
Ruine. | 

It may perhaps be an ungrateful Task, to bring all, 


that has been faid, Home to PF ns to the Re. 


ligious State of this Nation; and to conſider, in how 
many Reſpects we reſemble the Fewzſb People, here 


ſet out under the Similitude of the Vineyard, making 


unſuitable Returns for all the Care and Culture, which 
had been beſtowed upon it. But as the ſeveral Cir- 


cumſtances, the Prophet here mentions, of GO D's 


Care of his own People, may ſuggeſt to us proper 
Applications in our own Cafe, I fhall a little more 
particularly inſiſt upon them. 

My well beloved, ſays the Prophet, had à Vineyard 
in a very fruitful Hill; a Situation, in which this 


Plant chiefly delights, and flouriſhes moſt, bearing the 


choiceſt and nobleſt Fruit. This intimates his ſeat- 


ing them in a Country healthful, delightful, fruitful, 


even to a Proverb. of its fouing with Mill and 
Honey. For fach undoubtedly the Land of Canaan 
was, in the flouriſhing Time of the Hebrew State ; 


and ſuch, I fe no reafon, why it might not be again, 


if it ſhould pleafe God once more to people it with 
induſtrious Inhabitants, free in their Perſons, and 
ſecure in their Foſſeſſions; ; without which Condi itions, 

02 no 
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no bet can long flouriſh. Which I the rather 
mention, becauſe of ſome frivolous Exceptions, which 
thought leſs or ſuperficial Travellers have made, Sring- 


ing up again an Evil Report on this good Land. 


The Excellence of this Country is often and very de- 
{eryedly Celebrated in many Places of Holy Writ, as 


an evident and ſingular Fayour of GOD to His 


choſen People. 


In this Reſpect, I think, we of this Nation 


likewiſe may account ourſelves favoured of G O D, 


That our Lot is fallen unts us in a good 
Ground, and that we have a goodly heritage. 
Our Air is healthy, our Soil is fruitful. And if any 


Things be wanting in our own natural Product, 
our Situation affords Conveniences of importing them 
from all Nations of the World. The Face of Nature 


is wonderfully delightful, and ſmiles upon its Inhabi- 
tants with a freſher Verdure, than moſt of our Neigh- 


bours are acquainted with. If our Climate be ſome- 
what rough, yet the temperature of mens Bodies is 
robuſt, and able to ſupport its Inclemencies. So that 
in this reſpect, (unleſs Men are more delicate, than 
they need be) G OD has very amply provided for us. 
- Now what is the Uſe, which is generally made 
of this Advantage? Is there ſuch an equitable Diſ- 
tribution of the. good Things of this Land, that all 
its Inhabitants partake of a competent Share of them? 
If there be, how come ſo many modeſt Poor to lan- 
guiſh in ſecret? How come our Streets to be fill'd 
with the Noiſe and Moans of the Clamorous? If the 


greateſt 
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Whether we haye not too great Dependence on 


0 
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greateſt Part of this be owing to Lazineſs and Vice; 
here is a double exerciſe of Charity propoſed; Em- 
ployment, or Correction of thoſe, who are able to 
work ; and the charitable Relief of ſuch, as by Sick=- 
neſs, or Misfortunes are reduced to poverty. But do 


thoſe of better Condition make a proper uſe of theſe 
Bleſſings of our Country, which I mentioned? Is it 


not notorious, that they are abuſed in the ſame 


Manner, as the Prophet intimates in this very Chapter, 
the Fruitfulneſs of the Land of Canaan was? oe 

unto them that are mighty. to drink Wine, and 
Men of Strength to mingle ſtrong Drink. The 
Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and the Pipe, and 
Wine are im their Feaſts, but they regard not the 


Work of the Lord, nor conſs der the Operations of 
his Hands. 


I haye not. yet 90 with the Advantages ſug- 
geſted by the Situation of the Jewiſh Country : 
The Prophet obſeryes, that GOD fenced in his 
Vineggrd, and ſo ſecured it againſt the Ravages of 
wild Beaſts, and the e or Iarpads, of rude 
and violent Men. 

In this Reſpect GO 125 given Us an Wo 
tage in our Situation, above any other Nation in 


the known World, of our Extent and Number of 


Inhabitants. | He has girded us on all Sides with 
the Ocean, the nobleſt Rampart of Nature, to ſe- 
cure us againſt all hoſtile Inſults and Invaſions. 


this 
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this Circumſtance, GOD knows. Confidence in 


this Advantage has of old been thought, to have 
had an ill Influence on the Manners of thoſe, who 


enjoyed it. And if our Situation too much elates our 


Hearts, and inclines us to ſay with Babylon, I Sit as 4 


Queen, and ſball ſee no Sorrow, and leads us to Pride 
and Careleſneſs, and a Contempt of other People; as our 


own Annals will ſufficiently remind us of the many 


Diſappointments and Mortifications, we have at ſeve- 
ral Times met with, even on that Element, whereon, 
we preſume, we have ſo great Advantage; ſo we muſt 
expect, that He, who beholdeth the Proud afar off, 
will humble us, and teach us, that tis He alone, 


who ſitteth gon the Waterfloods, and is King for 


ev er. 
But theſe, and all other N atural Advantages, which 


can be thought of, are of ſmall . Conſequence, com- 
| pared with that great Bleſſing, which ſecures all the 


. and makes them of real ufe and comfort to Man- 


kind; I mean, living under the Protection of wheftfome 
and bande Laws. They, who have conſidered the Con- 
ſtitution of the Hebrew Commonwealth, know, what 


Care was taken of that People in this reſpect. To be ſure, 


He, who beſt underſtood it, thought not meanly of this 
Proviſion, when he ſays, that They ſball be honour d 
upon this Account among all their Nerghbours, Deut. 
iv. C. who fhall confeſs, that ſurely This 5s a wiſe and 
underſianding People For what Nation is there ſo 
great, that hat h Statutes and Fadements ſo — : 
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We of this Nation may juſtly come in for our 
Share of the ſame Kind of Boaſt, the Favour of GOD 
having diftinguiſh'd us with a Form of Government 
the beſt ballanc'd, and with Laws the beſt calculated 
to ſupport the Ends of Society, of all, we know in 
any Part of the World. And (to crown all) he has 
committed the Adminiſtration of the whole to a Prince 
of unexampled Clemency and Moderation ; who, in 
the whole Courſe of his Government, has made theſe 
Laws the invariable Rule of his Actions, and has never 
ſhewn the leaſt Inclination to exalt his own.Power a- 
bove them. Under whom all Orders and Degrees of 
Men may, if they pleaſe, live in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty, in a full Enjoyment of all the Bleſſings, theſe 
Laws intended to give them. 

If we conſider the Influence, theſe Circumſtances have 
on the Conduct of many among us, it muſt with Shame 
be confeſs'd, that it is little agreeable to them. Our 
Laws being made for Freemen, and not for Slaves, 
the Mildneſs of them has ſuggeſted to licentious Men, 
not ſo much Ways of eluding thein, (for that would 
imply ſome Reverenceand Modeſty) but the Boldneſs of 
trampling them under Foot, and of inſulting all Ma- 
giſtrates and all Governors; as if there were no Laws at 
all in Being, and that the whole End of Society were 
only to tie up the Hands of the more powerful, and to 
leave every other Man at Liberty to do and fay againſt 
eyery Man, whatever he pleaſed, with Impunity. For 
ſarely 
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ſurely great Numbers of Men act, as if they thought 
thus: Which has brought as great Guilt upon this 
Nation, as can ariſe from the Breach of Society, of 
Juſtice, of Order, of all Laws, divine and human. 
We may conſider likewiſe, the Vineyard of th 
Lord of Hoſts, as the Religious Conſtitution of the 
Fewiſh State, founded by 60 D himſelf, by His 


immediate Revelation from Heaven. And here the 


firſt and fundamental Article of the Hebrew (and in- 
deed of all other true) Religion is this, Hear, 0 
Iſrael, che Lord thy. GO D is one Lord; And thou 
ſbalt love the Lord thy GOD, with all thy: Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength. It 
is well known, how ſoon, and in how many Inſtan- 
ces this People went off from this Principle, ſetting 
up, and worſhipping-Idols'of many Kinds, borrowed 
from all their Idolatrous Neighbours. - Inſomuch, 
that inſtead of Loving the Lord their GO D above 
all Things, -they came not to love Him at all, but to 
be indeed Haters of Him; For to commit Idolatry, 
and to hate GOD, mean the ſame Thing in the 


ſecond Commandment, and in moſt other Places of 


the Old Teſtament. 
I do not fay, that the People of this Dans imitate -the 


Jews in this Inſtance, for ſurely thegenerality of Engliſb- 


men are not Idolaters: How ſoon they may be, GOD 


knows. For there is got abroad a Spirit of direct 
| | Atheiſm, 
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Atheiſm, which has infefted ſome; of Infidelity and Apoſ- 
ſtacy frem Chriſt, which has ſpread much further; and of 
a general Indifference and Coldneſß concerning Religion 
in almoſt AH. What AOL. end in, is very much 
to be feared, Superſiipiop at nd. Impiety are Mole near- 
ly allied, than-is commonly imagined. The former, 

in thoſe Countries, where it reigns without: controul, 
is the oxginary Pafent of. the latter; ; and if Atheiſn 
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Hebrews. | And as their Minds, by a long continu- 
ance in that Country, . were enſlaved, and fo deeply 
tinged. with ages Pa a 8. Sa, before 
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There are ein who 1 to de all Reli jon, 
of whattoever denomination, to be alike Superſtitious. 


* Our Saviour and His Goſpel are openly inſulted: 
ſh Arguments againſt the Truth, 1 | Ons, and of 


N o > * W - — # - —— 2 08 * Leg * 1 5 F : # * 7 : +5 #% 
F mY ; 7 
e * 4 , FP o + 2-6) wo — * wt + 82 ws + + 8 * o + + ” 
A | - 
F 7 * 
- : ' 


is A Pof-Sermon preneh d before tbe 

all Revelation; are held publickly, and ſcem 1 to make a 
Part of ordinary Entertainment. What the' Fruit and 
Conſequence of all this has been, is plain in the general 
Decay of Piety, and the abandoned Iooſeneſs of Manners, 
Which Ib commonly prevails. Tf there be le Truth, and 
Faith, and Friendſhip among Men; if there be les So- 
briety: leſs Induſtry, leſs Reverence of Magiſtrates, les 
Order and Diſci line in Families, leſs Setiouſneſß and 
Cohcern about every Thing, Which uſea't to be eſteem 
ed worthy and valuable, than Were formerly; We 
well know, to What Fountain all theſe Bitter Waters 
are to 'be taco back. In one Word, Men have been 
ſoff'd' and banter'd out of their Religion, and taught 
to throw off the Fear of God, which is the Bond of 
all Society; ; and therefore it is no wonder, that they 
loſe all Regard to the Social Virtues, and all Reye- 

rence for the Ordi mnance of GOD. 5 
Tlbis Repteſentatiom of our preſent State is not in- 
tended, to opbiais the preſent Generation with their 
Vices, and Degeneracy from the Virtue and Religion 
of their Fathers: The Deſign of it is to ſhew 
the Neceſſity of our ſpeedy Repentance; of ceaſing 
t 4 Evil, aud learning to do well, which is 
the onl ly thing that can preſerye | us. The Jews 
were carried into Captivity for not much greater 
Sins than thoſe; I have mentioned: GOD grant, 


that, though our Crimes are not unlike, our Pu- 
niſnment 
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niſhment may not be the ſame. In the natural Ap- 


pearance, things ſcem to be preparing for this State. 
The Scene about us is very black, and Clouds are ga- 


tbering from many Quarters : But G O D can diſſi- 
pate them, and avert the Storm; and we have Reaſon 


to believe, He will do it, f we render ourſel ves 


worthy of his Protection. He has often ſav'd his 
People in, greater Dangers. He can inſpire our 
Captains, and our Counſellors, with Valour and Wiſ⸗ 
dom for our Defence, and be preſent with them, and 
proſper all their Undertakings. He can ſend forth a 
Spirit of Diſcord amongſt thoſe, who intend us Miſ- 
chief, and make them turn their Swords againft one 
another. In a Word, His Hand” 15 not Hanne 
that it cannot ſave. 


And (extraordinary things apart) ſurely ſcarce any 
Nation under the Heavens, has greater Encouragement | 
to Turn to God, and to Truſt in Him, than we haye 


had. Ever fince our Reformation from the Corruptions 
of Popery (that great Epocha of the flouriſhing and 


independent State of this Nation) how often, and in 
how wonderful a Manner, has He interpoſed to main- 
tain that glorious Work ? The great Inſtrument, He 
made uſe of to perfect and eſtabliſh it in this King- 


dom, had not fewer or leſs threatening Dangers to con- 
tend with, in the Settling it, than we have now to pre- 


| ſerye Its Yet it pleaſed GOD to protect that Heroical 


Princeſs 


To preach d befyre-th ent 
Princeſs, 7 7 to 85 her aloft, thro all th 1 
Terrors of that Time. | Aſter that He mercifully diſ- 
covered the Snares of Death which were laid for the. 
whole Legiſlature, and the Laws themſelyes. of this 


Land; and deliyered them from the amazing, 'Deſtruc- 


tion 3 ſor them. And when i in his juſt. Judg- 
ment He ſuffered us to fall into Violences and Diſor- 
ders, which ſeem'd without Remedy, He at laſt merci- 
fully brought us out of our fad Confuſions, and. once 
again ſettled both our Religious and Civil State, on 
its old Baſis. And when Popery was once more re- 
ö turning upon us like a Torrent, He then raiſed up for 
us a Deliverer, "whoſe Memory ſhould. te ever dear 
to this Nation. By that mighty Man, He ſaved us 
at that Time, and calling the Preſent Royal Family to 
the Inheritance of this Throne, laid a Foundation for 
our Security in all future Times from every Danger, 
but what ariſes from ourſelves and e our Sins. 850 
+ almoſt in every body's 8 Memory, What mighty . 
35 Succeſſes 60D has given us in our glorious, Struggles 
againſt the fame powerful and irreconcifesble Enemy, 
who again aſſaults us with the ame View, which | has ſo. 
long been invariably proſecuted, by that Court; 3 name» 


y, the Deſtiuction of the Religion and Libertics of 


this Nation, that by making it a Proyince to France, 


they may ſecurely triumph over the reſt of Europe. 
And even n now e in Time of ful Peace, the. 
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thing valuable; to- Proteſtants, ack ag Iiſbana He: 
himſelf interpoſed and lei ih bis Winds; dew 
feated that wicked Artempt. An Eameſt, we hope, 
that He has ſtill Mercies in Store for us, and that He 
waits to be gracious. 

As we are therefore ins to GOD i in i | 
for the Juſtice of our Cauſe; ſo we may refer the Judg- 
ment of it to all Nations upon ge among whom 
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our Religion, our Liberties, od Lan: 3 In In Con en 
with a Magnanimous Princeſs, the ancient Ally of this 
Nation, oppreſſed. by Violence, in contempt of all 
Juſtice, and Treaties, and good Faith, and eyery thing, 

that is ſacred among Men. But the Ciiſis is very dan- 
gerous, and will require the Exertion of our utmoſt 
Wiſdom and Power, under the ſtrongeſt Union among 
ourſelyes, and the humbleſt Dependence on the Divine 
Providence. Nothing but Forſaking our Sins 
can obtain to us the Favour of this latter; and without 
This, the other will ſoon appear to be Weakneſs and 
Foll 
| Havi ing therefore this Proſpe& before us, let us Tum 
unto GOD; let us caſt off our Sins, and forget our 
Diviſions; and in Uprightneſs of Life, and Truſt in 
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